Strategic Actions:

Poverty — Plan on a Page

Our purpose is to — reduce poverty across East Devon

The Council’s approach set out in this strategy reflects updated evidence on the nature of poverty in
East Devon and changes in the national context over the past decade.

It also builds on the learning from the Council’s existing approach to supporting individuals and
communities. This learning includes:

1. The importance of balancing efforts to address the immediate effects of poverty, with preventative
work to address the root causes of poverty.

2. Being clear on which issues can be addressed by direct delivery by Council services, which issues can
be achieved through partnership working (where more can be achieved through collaboration), and
which issues require influencing and lobbying activity (where powers lie with Government or other

agencies).

3. Aneed to build the capacity and resilience of residents and communities.

Causes

- Low-paid, insecure jobs
- Low skills or education

- Ineffective benefits
system

= High cost of housing,
goods and services

= Financial literacy
- Discrimination

=  Weak family
relationships

- Childhood poverty
- Chaotic lives
- Abuse or trauma
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Effects

Difficulty meeting basic
costs

Housing problems
Homelessness
Becoming a victim or
perpetrator of crime
Health problems

Drug or alcohol
problems

Teenage parenthood
Relationship and family
problems

Lower educational
achievement

Digital exclusion
Fuel poverty




